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Scope of the Bill and  

Can target setting be considered without also considering what action will 

be required to meet them? 

 

The aim of the Bill to codify and make transparent the process of setting targets and how 

progress to these targets can be monitored and achieved will be helpful in identifying and 

implementing policy which will support the societal and economic changes needed to 

achieve climate change targets. Particularly the fundamental role for use of and 

consideration of  external best available information and expertise is essential in devising 

legislation, managing fiscal resources, and maintaining general support among citizens. 

The Bill should also include : 

a requirement that consideration has been taken of the evidence on actions which will be 

required to achieve the targets and the best current knowledge of the actions required and 

that these are reasonable and safe. 

a recognition of the nature of the target being set after the evidence has been considered. 

Such terms as “stretch” target should be used in the Bill to indicate both to policy makers 

and citizens that these targets require exceptional effort, and may in the end require a non-

linear path to be taken to their achievement.  

a recognition in the Bill that a non-linear trajectory to achieving any 2050 target is allowed 

for as this is a far more likely trajectory than a linear one. 

Advice of the Committee on Climate Change 

The Committee on Climate Change is an established and well respected body, collecting 

evidence and delivering evidence based analysis of a current best practise standard. Their 

interests and objectives are clear. Their advice should carry an appropriate weight. They 

recommend keeping the 2050 target at 80% with subsequent reviews, or setting a “stretch” 

target for 2050. Given our current knowledge of the challenges faced in implementing 

greenhouse gas reduction and the evidence coming forward from current efforts on Energy 

Efficient in Scotland (see below) I favour the first of these approach to target setting, 

however if the second approach is to be followed then the term  “stretch target ” should be 

included in the Bill 
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Challenges associated with implementation of the Bill   

There are currently several initiatives underway in Scotland in working groups and short 

term working groups, across industry and in academia, preparing for and planning the 

implementation of Scotland’s Energy Efficiency Strategy(EES). The EES is an important 

piece of legislation whose success lies at the heart of the success of the Scotland’s Climate 

(Emission Reduction and Targets) Bill. For Scotland to achieve an 80% reduction target by 

2050 where feasible all buildings in Scotland will need to be modified to near Zero carbon in 

a socially acceptable and sustainable way. This is far harder to achieve both technically and 

politically than the so far successful decarbonisation of the electricity network. It will impact 

all citizens and will require unprecedented co-operation between citizens, industry, policy 

makers and legislators.  

 


